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CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO (OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

-DENNIS J. HERRERA ERNEST H. LLORENTE
City Attorney Deputy City Attorney
‘ DIReCT Dial:  (415) 554-4236
E-MaiL: ernest.iiorente@sfgov.org

December 22, 2008

Nick Goldman, Chair
Members of the Complaint Committee

Re:  PETER WITTv. TAXI COMMISSION (08053)

Dear Chair Goldman and Members of the Complaint Committee:

This letter addresses the issue of whether the Sunshine Ordinance Task Force ("Task
Force") has jurisdiction over the complaint of Peter Witt against the San Francisco Taxi
Commission.

BACKGROUND

Peter Witt frequently attends the Taxi Commission Meeting and has from time to time
filed complaints against the Taxi Commission for alleged violations of the meeting laws as stated
in the Sunshine Ordinance. Recently, Peter Witt filed a complaint against the Taxi Commission
for its failure to attach his 150 word staterment to the minutes of a commission meeting. The case
was numbered (08047) and was heard on October 28, 2008. The Task Force found a violation of
67.16 and at a November 12, 2008 Compliance and Amendments Committee Meeting, the CAC
and Jordanna Thigpen, Executive Director of the Taxi Commission worked out an arrangement
whereby citizens’ public comment statements of 150 words or less would be incorporated into
the minutes. Subsequent to this CAC meeting, Peter Witt filed a complaint regarding this same
issue and other issues. '

'COMPLAINT

On November 19, 2008, Peter Witt filed a complaint against the Taxi Commission
alleging violations of the Sunshine Ordinance.

SHORT ANSWER

Based on Complainant's allegation and the applicable sections of the Sunshine Ordinance
and the California Public Records Act, which are cited below, the Sunshine Ordinance Task
Force does have jurisdiction over the allegation. The allegations are covered under (67.16 and
67.21) of the Ordinance.
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DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS

~ Article I Section 3 of the California Constitution as amended by Proposition 59 in 2004,
the State Public Records Act, the State Brown Act, and the Sunshine Ordinance as amended by
Proposition G in 1999 generally covers the area of Public Records and Public Meeting laws that
the Sunshine Ordinance Task Force uses in its work. :

The Sunshine Ordinance is located in the San Francisco Administrative Code Chapter 67.
All statutory references, unless stated otherwise, are to the Administrative Code. Section 67.21
generally covers requests for documents and 67.16 covers Meeting Minutes and the inclusion of
150 word staiements.

In this case, the allegation of a Commission failure to put the 150 word statement into
puts the complaint within 67.16 of the Ordinance. However this issue was addressed and
resolved in case number (08047) As to the complaint of the Commission’s knowing failure to
correct the minutes, the complaint of the Commission's failure to grant requests for information,
and the Complaint of the Commission's failure to disseminate or retain public correspondence
from the public intended for "P.C. & N.", there is insufficient information to determine if the
Task Force has jurisdiction over these complaints. Peter Witt will need to provide further
information at the Complaint Committee hearing. The Task Force will ultimately determine
whether or not the Taxi Commission violated the Sunshine Ordinance.
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<complaints@sfgov.org> To <sof@sfgov.org>
11/19/2008 03:51 PM o '

bee

Subject Sunshine Complaint

Submitted on: 11/19/2008 3:51:28 PM
Department: taxicab commission

Contacted:

Public_Records Vielatien: Yes

Public Meeting Violation: 'Yes

Meetinngate: April 10th 2007, Oct 14th 2008
Section(s) Viclated:

Description: 1.failing to include public comments -for the record- in the
minutes. :

Z2.Knowing failing to correct the minutes.
3.Failing to grant requests for information.

4.Knowing failing disseminate or retain public corrspondance from the public,
intented for "P. C. & N.". use.

Hearing: Yes
Pre-Hearing: No
Date: 11/12/08
Name: Peter Witt
Address:

City: San Francisco
Zip: 94123

Phone:

Email:

Anonymous:

Confidentiality Requested: Yes
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 PETERWITT To sotf@sfgov.org

<wittup@sbcglobal.net> ce

12/19/2008 02:03 PM .
Please respond to ce
wittup@sbcglobat.net Subject Case # 085053

To the Honorable _S.O.T.F .
Ref. Case # 08053 Witt v. Taxicab Commission

In my first complaint against the Taxicab commission (TXC) in 2002. T was interrupted and
throw -claiming off subject.

In 2003, the Sunshine "compliance” committee took my second complaint.

In Feb. 2004,they determined "There has been no violation on Aug.12th 2003. Chair Knee stated
that if there is a perceived continued violation, then the Committee will take this to the full Task
Force for referral to Ethics Commission, which is empowered to take enforcement actions”.

On June 4, 2008 the S.O.T.F. determined there had been a perceived continued violation on Aug.
12th 2003 (Not allowed to use projector while other speaker was) and Oct.24th, 2006.

It has been my contention the TXC since 2002 has been abusing its powers.By misleading the
public and this Task Force. Through manipulation and withholding specific records from the
public. Mainly for P.C.& N. purposes. .

One case exampled is on Feb.13th 2007 which can be viewed on SFGTV (Under; Taxicab
commission) and compaired to the minutes.

1) Time ....01:04:57......Tris........ Same complaints as last year , you call a cab they don't come.
2.) Time.....01:9:19.....Corey Lame, NO COMMENTS INCLUDED AT ALL 111111

3) Time....>After<Corey Lame, No name and Not representative of what he said.

4, Time ....>After <First No name,......... Not included in minutes

5.) Time ..>After<Second No name,....Not included in minutes

6.) Time ...>After <Third No name, .......Not included in minutes

7.) Time ....2:08:13 t0 2:12:00........ Minutes don't reflect > I was thrown out and submitted
corrections and my preliminary report on 10years of customer feedback <

8.) Time.....2:11:30....... Peter (another) speaks ....... Not included in minutes.

9.) Time ....2:37:07.......Phil Sterling ....... Not included in minutes.

10.)Time ... >Before< Phil Sterling, Tariq Mehmood who says "Bogus Survey” ref. to TXC's
I1.)Time ...>After< Tariq, Karen Horning who says "Disgraceful Survey” not... "bad" as the
TXC's minutes read and refers to dispatch which is not included and goes on to say she won't
service the hotels of S.F..... which also was NOT included.

Irecommend each and every member of the S.O.T.F. review the Feb. P.C.&N. of 2007 as this
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was included in my 3# complaint 08020 sent 4/1/08 to the Task I'orce. It was on this meeting that
I was throw out/ escorted out by the police for the third time.

1 would specifically listen to , Phil Stering commerits, which were omitted altogether.
Thark you.... if you've take the time to go over the facts, from a peasant's point of view.

Sincerely , Peter Witt.




