


















Kin Tso
(

San Francisco, CA94131

Sunshine Ordinance Task Force
San Francisco City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, California 94102

Re: Complaints against Commission on Animal Control and Welfare
Violation of Sunshine Ordinance Article I. Sec. 67.1 and Article II. Sec. 67.15
Violation Date: June 12, 2008

Dear Sunshine Ordinance Task Force:

My name is Kin Tso, and I am a resident of the Glen Park neighborhood in San
Francisco. I am a member of the newly-formed animal rights group Fix San Francisco.
This letter will serve as our filing a formal complaint against San Francisco's
Commission of Animal Control and Welfare ("ACWC") and the ACWC Chairperson,
Commissioner Sally Stephens.

This complaint charges the ACWC and Commissioner Stephens with censorship of
speech, violation of the First Amendment and the abuse of power at the beginning of (
and during the regularly scheduled ACWC meeting held on the date June 12, 2008, in\
5:30pm, room 408 at the City Hall.

Statement of Facts and Description of Violations

On June 12, 2008, approximately 20 members of Fix San Francisco attended the
regularly scheduled ACWC meeting. Commissioner Chairperson Sally Stephens
opened the first Public Comment section of the meeting by stating, "Reminder that
ACWC does not have jurisdiction over private organizations in SF. Discussion of such
is not under the purview of ACWC to discuss and of which the Board of Supervisors
have no control. We are an advisory body to the Board of Supervisors." (See attached
Meeting Minutes, Section 2.)
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The public was discouraged from speaking before even one member of the audience
wishing to speak had been heard. Despite protests from the audience, the ACWC
continued to deny my right to speak based on Commissioner Stephens's insistence
that the ACWC does not have jurisdiction over private organizations. (See atteched
Meeting Minutes, Section 2 and 8).) However, according to San Francisco Health
Code, Article I, Sec. 41.2 as cited on ACWC's website, "the Commission may study
and recommend requirements for the maintenance of animals in public, private, and
commercial care." Therefore, the disclaimer that they have no jurisdiction over private
organizations would appear to be misleading, to say the least. (























08/07/200810:40 PM
Please respond to

SOTF <sotf@sfgov.org>. Aaron Peskin
To <Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org>, David Noyola

<David.Noyola@sfgov.org>, Rose Chung
ec

bee

Subject Sunshine Complaint Response: #08038_Kin Tso vs Animal
Welfare & Control Commission

Tuesday, September 9, 2008
City Hall, Room 406

4:00 P.M.

Tuesday, August 26, 2008
City Hall, Room 408

4:00 P.M.

Dear Sunshine Ordinance Task Force,

I have attached my response to complaint #08038, Kin Tso vs Animal Welfare and
Control Commission. Please let me know if you have any trouble reading the
Word file. Thank you.

Sally Stephens
Chair, Animal Control and Welfare Commission
415-

-----Original Message----
>From: SOTF <sotf@sfgov.org>
>Sent: Aug 4, 2008 4:43 PM
>To: Aaron Peskin <Aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>, David Noyola
<David.Noyola@sfgov.org>, Rose Chung <Rose.Chung@sfgov.org>
>Subject: Sunshine Complaint Received: #08038_Kin Tso vs Animal Welfare &
Control Commission
>
>
>This e-mail is to confirm that the attached complaint and support documents
>have been received. The Department is required to submit a response to the
>charges to the Task Force within five business days of receipt of this
>notice. Please refer to complaint number #08038 when submitting any new
>information and/or supporting documents pertaining to this complaint.
>
>If the Department contests jurisdiction or if the parties request a
>prehearing conference a hearing will be scheduled with the Complaint
>Committee of the Sunshine Ordinance Task Force who will determine whether
>the Task Force has jurisdiction over this matter, and/or to focus the
>complaint or to otherwise assist the parties to the complaint.
>
>Date:
>Location:
>Time:
>
>If the Department does not contest jurisdiction or if the parties don't
>request a prehearing conference a hearing will be scheduled with the full
>Sunshine Ordinance Task Force who will hear the merits of the complaint and
>issue a determination.
>
>Date:
>Location:
>Time:
>
>Complainants: Your attendance is required at this meeting/hearing.
>
>Respondents/Departments: Pursuant to Section 67.21 (e) of the Ordinance,
>the custodian of records or a representative of your- department, who can
>speak to the matter, is required at the meeting/hearing.
>
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