FILE NO.
                                                                                     RESOLUTION NO. 0910-AL02

[Promoting School-Based Programming in San Francisco’s Schools]
RESOLUTION PROMOTING SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS IN SAN FRANCISCO’S SCHOOLS AND CALLING ON THE SCHOOL DISTRICT, THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, YOUTH AND THEIR FAMILIES, AND COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATIONS TO COORDINATE THEIR EFFORTS IN ORDER TO FURTHER DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT SUCH PROGRAMMING
WHEREAS, Half of African American and Latino students in the San Francisco Unified School District do not finish public high school in four years, and a high school diploma is a staggeringly accurate predictor of certain life outcomes; and 

WHEREAS, In the last 3 years, of San Francisco homicide victims under 25, 79% had not graduated high school; and

WHEREAS, Researchers at Vanderbilt University estimated that for each high-risk youth prevented from adopting a life of crime, the country saves 1.7 million dollars; and

WHEREAS, It is stated in the provisions of the San Francisco Charter that the Youth Commission shall, “Identify the concerns and needs of the children and youth of San Francisco; examine existing social, economic, educational, and recreational programs for children and youth; develop and propose plans that support or improve such programs; and make recommendations thereon to the Mayor and Board of Supervisors"; and 

WHEREAS, YouthVote is the research initiative of the Youth Commission that reaches more San Francisco public high school students than any other poll and in the fall of 2008, 8,256 SFUSD high school students completed the survey; and  

WHEREAS, Most students surveyed in this YouthVote (40.9%) survey during the fall of 2008—across all races and ethnicities, neighborhoods and schools—wanted “after-school" programs at their schools;

WHEREAS, In particular, students from four historically more violent neighborhoods—the Excelsior (44.7%), Portola (44.5%), Bayview-Hunter’s Point (44.1%) and the Mission (37.4%)—were amongst those who most favored after-school programs at their schools.  

WHEREAS, The only respondents who decidedly did not want after-school programs at their schools attend Independence (where students attend only once a week), Downtown (a continuation school), Civic Center (a county school for students expelled from other SFUSD schools) and the County Court schools (where students are also probationers); now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the City and County develop pathways to allow community-based organizations access to students and schools. We suggest that DCYF, in collaboration with the SFUSD Board of Education and executive administration, rigorously reach out to non-school based programs and organizations and provide them with access to school sites; and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED, That the School District allow for multiple uses at SFUSD school sites. We encourage the School District to make space in its school sites for community-based organizations that offer programming to youth, as has been done with the Beacon Program and various other school site partnerships; and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED, That those schools with the highest rates of students involved in punitive systems—i.e., Civic Center, Downtown and the County Court schools—develop individualized plans to engage these students; and be it
FINALLY RESOLVED, That the Youth Commission calls on DCYF, the School District and community-based providers to work together in implementing supplementary programming at these three schools with the highest rates of students involved in punitive systems, in order to reach these largely disconnected students, many of whom are of color and currently at risk for dropping out entirely.
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