FILE NO.
                                                                                RESOLUTION NO. 0405-012


[Superfund Project.]

RESOLUTION URGING THE SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO SUPPORT THE SUPERFUND PROJECT, WHILE SOLICITING THE SUPPORT AND APPROVAL FOR THIS PROJECT FROM THE SAN FRANCISCO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT.

WHEREAS; There are over 20 schools and childcare centers within three 

Miles of the Hunters Point Naval Shipyard- a highly contaminated, Federal Superfund site, and

WHEREAS; Children are more vulnerable to the negative health effects of environmental toxins, with respiratory illnesses such as asthma already being disproportionately high in this community (3-4 times higher in  BVHP than in other parts of San Francisco), and

WHEREAS; Learning, cognition, attention span, and other aspects of brain development are also negatively impacted by exposure to environmental toxins- with correlating negative effects in terms of behavior and academic performance, and

WHEREAS; The more toxic exposures and illness that children have- the less they learn, and

WHEREAS; Children spend a significant part of their day at school and the school district has a responsibility to ensure their safety while they are there- including protecting them from potential hazards in the surrounding community, as well as by making sure that the physical school site is safe, and

WHEREAS; School staff also spend a large part of their day at school and also have a right to expect a safe and healthy work environment, and

WHEREAS; Existing emergency response plans do not adequately address the issue of responding to neighborhood environmental emergencies that may result in exposure to environmental toxins, and

WHEREAS; There are several examples of such emergencies occurring in 

BVHP over the years- sickening children and residents- with little/inadequate response from school and city agencies, and

WHEREAS; Literacy for Environmental Justice- a local non-profit- has been working on identifying community needs and concerns, creating educational workshops for youth, parents, and school staff, and developing local policies and plans to safeguard the health of children and staff in BVHP; and

WHEREAS; Training of school staff on how to respond to a toxic environmental emergency has been identified as a key need; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED; That The San Francisco Youth Commission urges the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to support the Superfund Project, while soliciting the support and approval for this project from the San Francisco Unified School District.
MAX LANTZ, CHAIR
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