FILE NO.
                                                                                RESOLUTION NO. 0304-020


[Commending May 1st Rally]

RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE STATEWIDE RALLY IN SACRAMENTO ON MAY 1, 2004 TO PROTEST THE GOVERNOR'S CHOICE OF CUTTING EDUCATION SPENDING WHILE CONTINUING TO FUND THE CALIFORNIA YOUTH A UTHORITY (CYA)

WHEREAS, California State Governor Schwarzenegger is proposing to cut Prop 98 funding for k-12 education by $2 billion; and,

WHEREAS, This proposed budget also gives  a $70 million unallocated cut to California’s  CSU system, an $80 million dollar unallocated cut to California’s UC system, and raise tuition fees at California’s Community Colleges from $18 per unit to $24 per unit, and

WHEREAS, this proposed budget will cut freshmen enrollment to UCs and CSUs by 10%; and,

WHEREAS, The proposed budget cuts will drastically decrease the quality of pre-kindergarten through high school education by increasing class sizes, reducing student support programs, and reducing class offerings in the arts and athletics; and,

WHEREAS, The proposed budget cuts will greatly decrease the public's access to community and four-year state colleges through reductions in offerings, student support services, and increased tuition; and,

WHEREAS, The proposed budget cuts will have a disproportionately negative impact on low income students and students of color; and,

WHEREAS, The proposed budget cuts will result in increased workloads for and layoffs of thousands of teachers and other school employees; and,

WHEREAS, The proposed budget cuts of individual programs foster competition and unwittingly pit educators against each other; and,

WHEREAS, The children and adults of California are entitled to a quality education that meets their needs and prepares them to be leaders of their communities; and,

WHEREAS, A videotape released to the press on April 1 graphically depicts the horror that these youth were subjected to at the hands of California Youth Authority (CYA) prison guards; and,

WHEREAS, This 55-second film shows two wards, with their hands handcuffed behind their backs, sprayed in the face with pepper spray, and kicked in the face and stomach, and
WHEREAS, the CYA is one of the most violent juvenile detention systems in the entire United States; and,

WHEREAS, A state's budget acts as a reflection of its values and priorities; now,  therefore be it  

RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Youth Commission commends the statewide rally in Sacramento on May 1st, 2004 to protest the Governor's choice of cutting education spending while continuing to fund the California Youth Authority.
JESSE COTTRELL, CHAIR
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