FILE NO.
                DRAFT                                                           RESOLUTION NO. 0304-011


[Park Sessions Funding]

RESOLUTION URGING THE RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT, THE MAYOR, AND THE SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO FUND PARK SESSIONS FOR THE 2004-2005 FISCAL YEAR.

WHEREAS, On January 15th, the San Francisco Youth Commission held a hearing on the state of Recreation opportunities for youth in San Francisco which was attended by over 200 people; and,

WHEREAS, The vast majority of those who spoke at the hearing testified that youth recreation is under-funded; and,

WHEREAS, Representatives from the Mayor’s Office, the Recreation and Parks Department, as well as several members of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors attended the hearing and pledged their support for youth recreation opportunities; and,

WHEREAS, 83% of the 6,400 students surveyed in San Francisco’s Youth Vote 2003 state that there aren’t enough late night activities for youth in San Francisco; and,

WHEREAS, 70% of those same youth claimed that San Francisco was a youth unfriendly city; and,

WHEREAS, Music, recreation, and entertainment are crucial social activities that help over come isolation, depression, and low self esteem while also educating youth about drug abuse, safe sex, community activities, and local politics; and,

WHEREAS, A report by the U.S. Center on Substance Abuse Prevention states that “alternative programming appears to be the most effective among these youth at greatest risk for substance abuse and related problems,” showing the vital role that art, music, and creativity can play in recovery for youth; and,

WHEREAS, For the last two summers, Park Sessions has provided a free and safe space for over 4,000 youth of all ages on Friday nights until 1 a.m.; and,

WHEREAS, Park Sessions offers live musical performances by musicians of every variety as well as an open mic for Park Sessions attendees to express themselves in front of their peers; and, 

WHEREAS, Park Sessions serves youth from all parts of San Francisco, offering a safe space for young people of different ethnic, cultural, and class backgrounds to interact in a positive manner; and, 

WHEREAS, Park Sessions provides invaluable leadership and community building skills to the young people who both plan and host Park Session events; and,

WHEREAS, Park Sessions is the only program to offer these services in San Francisco; and,

WHEREAS, Park Sessions was conceived by young people who worked for months without pay to hold a successful pilot event on a meager budget before Park Sessions’ first summer was funded by an add-back from Supervisor Leno; and  

WHEREAS, Since that initial summer, Park Sessions has been surviving on a month-to-month basis on small grants and DCYF stopgap funding; and,

WHEREAS, Unless San Francisco’s policy makers act to save Park Sessions by making it a protected budget line item in the Recreation and Parks Department’s budget, Park Sessions will soon cease to exist; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Youth Commission urges the Recreation and Parks Department, the Mayor, and the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to fund Park Sessions for the 2004-2005 fiscal year; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Youth Commission urges the Recreation and Parks Department, the Mayor, and the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to act upon their pledge of support to youth services by making Park Sessions a priority for years to come.   

JESSE A. COTTRELL, CHAIR
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