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[Placing AcA 25 on the Ballot]

RESOLUTION URGING THE SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO URGE THE CALIFORNIA STATE LEGISLATURE TO PLACE AcA 25, A CONSTITUIONAL AMENDMENT THAT WILL EXTEND THE RIGHT TO VOTE IN THE PRIMARY SPECIAL ELECTIONS TO 17-YEAR-OLDS WHO WILL BE 18 BY THE TIME OF THE GENERAL ELECTION, ON THE BALLOT. 

WHEREAS, in YouthVote 2002, 85.3% of youth said that they plan to vote at age 18; and, 

WHEREAS, in YouthVote 2002, 62.2 % of youth said they would vote at age 14 if given the chance; and, 

WHEREAS, in YouthVote 2003, 90% of youth said they think it is important to vote; and, 

WHEREAS, in order to have a healthy and sustained democracy, engagement through voting must be encouraged, allowing all citizens to become strong political actors; and, 

WHEREAS, extending the right to vote to any constituency of citizens enriches our democracy; and,

WHEREAS, the voting turnout of people between the ages of 18 and 25 has traditionally been low and continues to drop; and,

WHEREAS, the percentage of all registered voters who actually vote has reached a record low; and, 

WHEREAS, any person who votes in the general election should have the right, in the preceding primary elections, to support the candidate of their choice; and, 

WHEREAS, AcA 25 would allow a person to vote in the primary elections if he or she is a least 17 years of age and will be 18 years of age at the time of the next general election, and to vote at any intervening primary or special election; and, 

WHEREAS, AcA 25 provides a logical opportunity for the electoral voices of youth to be further heard, thereby seeking to further engage youth in electoral activity and participation, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the San Francisco Youth Commission urges the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to urge the California State Legislature to place AcA 25 on the ballot.   

JESSE COTTRELL, CHAIR
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