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It is the position of the San Francisco Youth Commission that in order to combat sexual assault and abuse, the San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD) must add a comprehensive segment to the existing health curriculum that entails all aspects of human health related to sexuality.  

Following the sexual assault at an SFUSD high school, one would be hard-pressed to find an individual who feels that the psychological ramifications of forced sexual activity are adequately taught in our public school system. It is critical that such information regarding sexual abuse be taught in various grade levels. Such an expanded health education curriculum should also include information about all types of birth control – including both abstinence and contraceptives – as well as complete coverage of both sides of the abortion debate, so that students are better equipped to make personal life-changing decisions and knowledgeably participate in the national debate. 

We on the San Francisco Youth Commission are mandated by the City Charter to advise on education and City services, and in this light we believe that comprehensive instruction about sexuality will be of more benefit to the students than the much-talked-about idea of creating a larger police presence in schools. The Superintendent may be correct when she says that while she dreams of a time when police are not needed in schools, the time is not now. However, we must respond that this is certainly not the time to make the police presence larger. 

We must remember that the first priority of any school district should be to educate. While health does not appear on any standardized test, we all fail if we do not provide our students with the knowledge they need to lead safe and healthy lives.

The Superintendent may be correct when she says that while she dreams of a time when police are not needed in schools, the time is not now. However, we must respond that this is certainly not the time to make the police presence larger.
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