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Youth Commission Statement on the Proposed Cuts to 

the Municipal Transit Authority

The San Francisco Youth Commission supports various proposals presented by the Municipal Transportation Authority (MTA) which would sufficiently increase the revenue of the MTA to close the upcoming $15-$18 million deficit for the remainder of the 2004-2005 fiscal year. However, as a matter of social, economic and environmental justice, the Youth Commission cannot support the service cuts and fare raises proposed by the (MTA). The MTA should seek to fund public transit using monies gained not from those most vulnerable, but those most able to help pay for it. As a self-declared “transit first” city, San Francisco should encourage use of public transit over private forms of transpiration. 

The Youth Commission is dedicated protecting youth across the City from fee hikes that would prevent them from utilizing MUNI. Few youth have viable alternatives to public transportation, because of laws limiting driving privileges and financial hardships. Due to this, MUNI fares for minors should be kept as low as possible– even if they remain disproportionately low when compared to adult fares. Generally speaking, all youth are susceptible to any fare increases, including those over the age of 18 who must currently pay the adult fare.

Youth 18 years of age and older will also need a viable method to continue to utilize MUNI. Currently, only students at the University of San Francisco are eligible to receive a Class Pass. Students from all San Francisco universities should be offered a discounted equivalent to the Fast Pass. Such a program would not only provide economically limited students a more practicable method of transportation, but would also increase the revenue of the MTA.

A compressive list of revenues-creating measures endorsed by the Youth Commission follows:

· Increase availability of Class Passes 

· Increase City-run garage rates.

· Increase parking fines and fees.

· Increase residential parking permit fees and expand geographic areas where permits are 
required.

· Increase parking meter rates in downtown areas and major commercial centers.

· Expand use of unlimited access passes that could potentially raise revenue.

· Expand enforcement of current parking tax.
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· Expand enforcement of parking violations, particularly in public transit lanes.

· Impose a vehicle registration surcharge.

· Add new meters in downtown areas and major commercial centers.

The Youth Commission is specifically concerned with proposed cuts to nighttime transit services. One such proposal, which would increase the waiting time for twelve MUNI lines after 8 P.M., from an average wait of 18 minutes to an average wait of 28 minutes. It is 

irresponsible and unsafe to demand youth to wait that long of a period, all for the sake of savings no higher than $350,000, which represents less than 1.9% of the budget deficit. The Youth Commission additionally opposes another worrisome proposal would cut some or all of the late night, or “owl” transit lines, which run from 1 A.M. to 5 A.M. These proposals would allow only those who can afford the burdens of car ownership or the ability to hire a taxi to have access to travel at night. Again, this proposal is unsafe, and is socially, economically and environmentally wrong.

Furthermore, Plans to discontinue BART rides with a MUNI Fast Pass would have severe negative consequences for a large number of riders. Many people, including youth, have selected jobs or educational facilities in part due to their ability to reach those areas efficiently with public transportation. BART allows people (especially those in the Mission, Excelsior, Ingleside, and Glen Park areas) to take employment and educational offers that would otherwise be too difficult to maintain.

The Youth Commission wishes to work with the Municipal Transportation Authority (MTA) and other community organizations to develop policies that will be socially responsible and fiscally sound.
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