Survey Cover letter:    Bridging the gap between youth and government – Compilation of youth commission profiles and data to strengthen regional youth commissions.

Hi, my name is Sharon Chung, a student at San Francisco State University, interning at the San Francisco Youth Commission. One of my projects 
As you might already know, the San Francisco Youth Commission is a youth advisory board composed of 17 youth commissioners appointed by both the Mayor and The Board of Supervisors in the City and County of San Francisco. Created under a city charter amendment in 1995, the youth commission directly advised the Mayor and the Board of Supervisors on policies and issues regarding children, youth and their families. Our mission and goal is to bridge the gap between youth and government. Recently, the San Francisco Youth Commission worked with community organizations to secure free transit for young people in San Francisco!
The San Francisco Youth Commission is interested in compiling information on other youth advisory bodies. I am currently in the process of emailing out surveys and profiling other youth commissions. We hope this information will serve as a resource for those seeking to start and maintain effective youth commissions and/or youth advocacy groups.
 The purpose of my call today is to update our contact list, and to ask if your youth commission would like to participate by completing a survey we’ve created. The survey will encompass general information regarding your youth commission, staffing, committees, policy priorities, and community outreach efforts. 
Ultimately, the goal of this research and survey is to: 

1. Evaluate the effectiveness of youth commissions as a means organizing and promoting the civic engagement of youth people. 

2. Hear about policy priorities among different commissions to identify overlapping efforts and trends and youth advocacy efforts throughout the region. 
3. Network, form partnerships and potential collaborations to maximize the efforts of youth commissions. 

If there is any information you do not wish to share with third parties, please just let us know. 
By understanding the composition of other youth commissions, we hope to promote collaboration between and support the establishment of youth advisory bodies. The Youth Commission profiles will not only benefit youth commissions, but also be a resource guide for all youth interested in becoming an advocate for their communities and neighborhoods. 

Survey Questions

Name of youth commission:

Primary contact (Name, Position):
Phone Number:

Email:

Website:

Other media outlets:

General information:
Who does the youth commission advise?

How and when was the commission created?

Who appoints the youth commissioners?
Where is the youth commission office located? Is the commission administered by a particular department?

How is the youth commission funded?
How many commissioners are on the youth commission?

How long is each term?
What is the appointing process and are there any specific requirements? (For example Age, experience, and residence)
Staff

Besides the appointed commissioners, are there any staff members?

What are the responsibilities of the staff members within the youth commission?

Who hires the staff?
Besides staff members, are there other advisers or officer positions?

What kind of workshops or training do the commissioners receive?

Are youth commissioners compensated in anyway?
Committees
Does the youth commission have any committees?
How does the commission divide up its issue-based work?
How are the committees formed?
Tell is about the different committees. 
What are some key areas of focus?

What are some of your biggest policy priorities and campaigns?

What are some of your biggest accomplishments?
Policy

How do you select policy priorities?
Does the youth commission work on independent priorities or primarily comment on existing priorities, policies, and legislations?

Community

How does the youth commission conduct community outreach?

How does your commission form partnerships?
What types of partnership does the commission maintain? 
Are the materials generated by the commission easily accessible to the public?
In what ways are youth outside the commission involved with its work?

What are some other ways youth can get involved with the youth commissions work? 
Optional:

Is there any additional information you would want to share with us?

What kind of collaboration or networking with other area youth commissions would be useful to your work?
