Memorandum

To:  

Members of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors

Cc:

Gloria L. Young, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

From:

San Francisco Youth Commission

Date:

October 21, 2003

Re:
File 030869; Ordinance Amending the San Francisco Health Code by adding Article 19H to require a permit for tobacco sales and amending the San Francisco Business and Tax Regulations Code by adding section 249.16 to set the fee for the tobacco sales permit

Per the referral from the Clerk of the Board, File 030869, the San Francisco Youth Commission voted unanimously on October 20, 2003 to support this ordinance with the following statement:

The San Francisco Youth Commission supports the ordinance to require retailers to purchase a permit for tobacco sales.  We believe that it is our job to look out for the health of San Francisco's youth and we think that this ordinance is an important way to support healthier youth in San Francisco.

The smoking rate of youth in San Francisco has increased.  25% of youth in San Francisco can purchase tobacco products illegally.  Tobacco permitting is voluntary; only retailers who chose to sell tobacco products need a permit.  This permit would penalize the storeowners for selling tobacco products illegally, not the youth.  

Currently there is no record of the number of stores selling tobacco products illegally.  The permit would keep track of all stores who sell tobacco products.  This permit would protect children and youth from these deadly products.

