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[Graduation Requirements]

RESOLUTION URGING THE SAN FRANCISCO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT (SFUSD) TO MAKE A COMPROMISE WITH THURGOOD MARSHALL ACADEMIC HIGH SCHOOL (TMAHS) STUDENTS, FACULTY, PARENTS & COMMUNITY ON SUPERINTENDENT ACKERMAN'S PROPOSAL TO LOWER THE CURRENT GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS OF 280 TO 230 CREDITS.

WHEREAS, TMAHS is a college preparatory school located in the Bayview / Hunters Point District with a graduation requirement of 280 credits, some the highest graduation requirements in the district; and

WHEREAS, TMAHS student population is made primarily of African American, Asian, and Latino students from low income family and low income neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, Higher requirements with a rigorous curriculum motivates students to excel in their high school academic life that transcends into their college endeavors; and

WHEREAS, Students who attend TMAHS are continuously encouraged to take college level courses and are not denied acceptance into Advance Placement (AP) nor Honor classes but rather take such classes that distinguish them apart from other college applicants; and 

WHEREAS, By lowering the graduation requirements, students at TMAHS may suffer from psychological and emotional degradation and consequently it will lower their morale because lowering the standard states that the students are incapable of achieving high standards; and

WHEREAS, TMAHS has a high transfer rate, third in the district, but not as high as its other SFUSD high school counterparts; and 

 
WHEREAS, Those students who are amongst those who transfer do not "drop out" of school but rather change to other schools in the district with lower standards or move from the city of San Francisco into other school districts of the state of California; and

WHEREAS, Lowering the credits to 230 may cause students who cannot meet those requirements to completely drop out of school; and

WHEREAS, The current credit requirement allows the students to fulfill the minimal 

A-G requirements for the UC system; and

WHEREAS, The TMAHS class of 2002 had the highest acceptance rate to UC Berkeley of any of the graduating classes in TMAHS history with 41% of those who applied being accepted; and

 
WHEREAS, That the students at TMAHS gain great knowledge and are more likely to survive in a college environment due to difficult and strenuous curriculum and the high standard that TMAHS asks for; and

WHEREAS, The students, faculty & community of TMAHS are advocating for their educational rights through a meaningful dialogue and are not having a show of rebellion; and

WHEREAS, The students cannot understand the reason for the abrupt credit proposal of the Superintendent; and 

WHEREAS, Students that attend TMAHS are more likely to further their education since those who seek higher education are in the 90 percentile; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Youth Commission urges the SFUSD to take into consideration that THE MAJORITY of students at TMAHS would like to maintain a rigorous curriculum as well as maintain high graduation requirement since that would set them apart from other college applicants; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the SFUSD work with the student, faculty, parents and community to build a compromise that will satisfy the needs of the students that are the ones who will be affected by this decision and those of the SFUSD; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be submitted to the SFUSD as well as the Superintendent of Schools and The Honorable Board of Supervisors.  

ANTHONY E. VALDEZ, CHAIR
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