FILE NO.
                                                                                      RESOLUTION NO. 0304-003


[Great Schools.]

RESOLUTION URGING THE SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO PLACE THE “PUBLIC EDUCATION FUND CHARTER AMENDMENT” ON THE MARCH 2004 SAN FRANCISCO BALLOT, ON THE CONDITION THAT THE SFUSD EXHIBITS STRONG SUPPORT FOR STUDENT VOICE.

WHEREAS, The current budget crisis has left school districts across the state of Californian facing massive cuts to their already marginal budgets, threatening the possibility for promising public education; and,

WHEREAS, The SFUSD is in dire need of outside funding to maintain minimal support for its artistic, athletic, and after-school programs; and,

WHEREAS, It is in the City’s interest to support quality public education, because:

1. Quality public education is highly correlated with higher earnings potential, reduced crime, lower rates of teen pregnancy and substance abuse, and greater self-esteem 

2. The choices businesses make about where to locate include the quality of public services the City provides, including education

3. In recent years, families have left San Francisco in search of affordable neighborhoods with high-quality public schools

WHEREAS, Despite its high cost of living, San Francisco per pupil spending ranks

34th among 43 comparable central city U.S. public school districts, and when adjusted for cost-of-living, SFUSD teacher salaries rank 99th of 100 metropolitan areas; and,

WHEREAS, The “Public Education Fund Charter Amendment” will:

1. Establish a Public Education Fund

2. Set a baseline appropriation for the School District and First Five Commission
3. Establish a policy of universal access to preschool education
4. The City would contribute to the Fund as follows: $15 million in FY 2004-2005, $30 million in FY 2005-2006, $45 million dollars in FY 2006-2007, and $60 million in FY 2007-2008. For the last six years, the City’s annual contribution to the Fund would increase or decrease by the same percentage as General Fund revenues
5. One-third of the money would go to the School District in cash for arts, music, sports, and library programs in the schools. One-third of the money would go to the First Five Commission in cash for universal preschool programs administered by the Commission. And one-third of the money, as cash or in-kind services of the same value, would go to the School District for general education purposes
WHEREAS, The proposed charter amendment would expire after ten years, at the end of Fiscal Year 2013-2014, unless extended by the voters; and,

WHEREAS, The usage of such a sum of money should be closely monitored by all major stakeholders whom the money concerns; and,

WHEREAS, Students, who work in the schools each and every day, are the least represented stakeholder group in the SFUSD; and,

WHEREAS, The SFUSD organization responsible for providing the student voice, the Student Advisory Council (SAC), is under a major overhaul; now, therefore be it

BE IT RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Youth Commission urges the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to place the “Public Education Fund Charter Amendment” on the March 2004 San Francisco ballot, on the condition that the SFUSD exhibits strong support for student voice; and be it further

BE IT RESOLVED, That the above recommendation is void should the Youth Commission resolve in separate legislation that it believes that the SFUSD is not moving in a suitable direction for the strong student voice that is necessary.

JESSE COTTRELL, CHAIR
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